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on the sea beneath a fleur-de-lis; and the full arms, now
held by the Waterlow family, were granted by patent to my
grandfather on 6th February, 1881, with the motto "Per mortem

mnco?*

I was reminded upon the Flanders battlefields more than once
of the Flemish blood which ran in my veins. In November 1914
I was billeted in the textile works of Waterlot at Armcnti6rcs in
the Rue de Nieppe ; and again at High Wood near Bazcntin in
July 1916, there lay immediately on my right and in close view
the brick ruins of a homestead known for generations as Waterlot
Farm. This farm, a German stronghold, was the scene of some
of the most bitter hand-to-hand fighting during the battle of the
Somme. Throughout Flanders there are traces of the Waterlow
family, and the name occurs and re-occurs in many of its towns
and small villages.

The name of Waterlo is first found at Canterbury, in 1633,
on the marriage registers of the Society of Protestant Refugees,
called " Walloons." The language of the " Walloons " was
the ancient unadulterated Gaulish. There is evidence to
allow of an ancient conviction that all of the name now
in England have descended from Walran Waterlow living
in Canterbury with his wife, son, and daughter, in the year
1633.

The name of Waterlow, with and without the final " w," was
and still is a very frequent occurrence in the registers at Valen-
ciennes and Lille, and indeed so numerous were the persons of
the name in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries entered on the
registers, that at this time the difficulty of identifying any
particular family is almost insuperable.

The registers were compiled in pursuance of an enactment of
the soth November, 1696. Prior to that date there does not seem
to have been any special restriction as to the use of arms, and
representations were frequently made to the sovereign, by the
nobility, that burghers, merchants, and other persons to whom
no grant of arms had ever been made, were in the habit of
using certain armorial bearings or seals bearing devices in the
nature of arms. The king seems not to have noticed their
complaints until it was suggested that a good deal of money
might be made out of a registration system, and accordingly he
put what is called by one writer " a tax upon vanity " (imptt mr
la vanitf), and it is said the "establishment of the 'Armorial
General' " was nothing but a financial measure-